WHY DID THE GREAT WAR HAPPEN?

... and were the Alliances most to blame?

—

Muost of the wars you will & Fnrty years up to the crﬂﬂt War

have studied in history were

fought between just two For many years tension had been building in Furope. This
countries. The Grear War diagram shows the main reasons.

was different. All the most

powerful countries in the

world were drageed in.

How did this happen?
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WHY DID THE GREAT WAR HAPPEN?

@ Forty days up to the Great War

In June 1914 Sarajevo in Bosnia suddenly became
very important to the whole future of Europe.
Bosnia belonged to Austria—Hungary, bur the
people of Serbia felt that it should belong to
them. On Sunday, 28 June 1914, Archduke
Franz Ferdinand (son of the Emperor of
Austria-=Hungary) and his wite Sophie
visited Sarajevo. It was a dangerous thing
to do. The Archduke knew there were
peaple in Sarajevo who hated
Austria=Hungary.
Ar 10.45a.m. Franz Ferdinand and
Sophie were shot dead by a Serb
student. Five weeks later all the
great powers of Europe were at
war. This is how it happened.
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28 June Archduke
murdered

5 July Ceimany promises o
suppet Alitria-Hungans
if it attacks Serbia

23 July
29 July Russia Austria=Hungary
prepares its army for Blarmes Serbia for
war 1o help its ally, the rmurder
SErte
28 July Austria-Hungary
declanes war on hestea
I August Cermany
el nes war on
Fussia
2 Rugust France
prepares army for wai
3 Rugust Germany
4 Pugust Bntain declaies war on France and
declares war an irsades Belgium

Lemmanmy




WHAT HAPPENED ON THE BATTLEFIELDS?
Analyse how and why this war was different from

other wars

The rimeline and Sources 1-7 give an SOURCERZ" [/irich forces, with
overview of the Grear War many Australians and New
Zealanders (ANZACS), landed at
Callipali to deleat Cermany's ally
Turkey. The expedition failed, with
heavy losses

e Wﬂﬂl Both Britain and Germany had huge
SOURCE | |, generals expected a short, fast- navies but the only time they met was at the Battle

. moving war, Germany invaded France rapidly in of Jutland. The battle ended in a draw, but the Bntish
August 1914 but failed (just) to capture Paris, Both navy was still able to prevent important overseas
sides settled into trenches which, by the end of 1914 supplies such as petrol and food from reaching
stretched from Switzedand to the English Channel Germany. In the end this led to the German defeal

August 1914 Hugust INS h'li:r 1916 March 1917 Autumn 1918
War breaks out i h| fe Revedution Allies beeak through
n Plrsssa German lines

l S —

December 1914 July 1916 Movember 1918

Stalemate on tie Battle of the Somme FIRIASTICE dleelanes
Westem Front




WHAT HAPPENED OX THE BATTLEFIELDS ! o

YCEBY /it the end of the
war the town of Ypres in France
which had a population of 20,000
before the war, was a ghost town
with hardly a building left

"'-:I.\... '-‘_

vk ; « undamaged. The human cost of
T % Paley & the war was even higher, as the
A’ - 4

. . table in Source T shows.
m The huge Russian army was badly led

and badly supplied. By 1917 thousands of Kussians

had died on the Eastern Front, This led to the ! Soldiers killed in the Great War

overthrow of the country's leader, the Tsar, in the I Germany |.950,000

revilution of March 1917, In November 1917 a

COMMUNIST government took over Russia and took Russia B 1 e

the country, now the USSR, out of the war France (and French empire) |.500.000
Austna 1,050,000

SOURCES Britain (and British empire) 000,000

Thene was a last, and Italy 53-_3_-_':'DD

nearly successful LISA 116000

Geman attack on the
Western Front in spnng
1918. After it failed, the
Allies with support
from newly-amived LS
troops and better use of
new technology, such

BB Casualties of the Great War

h see if you can find a
te 2 o Source 5. Your
gpestions about where

as tanks. began to push nternet, the library or
biack the German forces e 2 couple of
An armistice was agreed ice.

o || Movember [318.
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WHAT HAPPENED ON THE HOME FRON'T?
...and how did the Great War become a ‘total war'?

David Llovd George was the British Prime
Minister in 1916. He said: ‘A soldier cannot
function without the farms, the factory-
workers and all the other providers behind
them. Nowadays there is no such thing in a
war a8 i non-combatant.'

He meant that this war involved everyone,
The country was more important than
individuals. This was total war.

® Recruitment

Britain had only a small army in 1914, Afrer
just a few weeks of war it was clear thar it
wasn't enough. For the time being, the
Indian army was rushed to fight in France but
it was clear thar a large British army would be
needed.

A huge campaign was launched ro persuade
young men to join up, led by the army hero

e T oo i N YOUR GOUNTRY'S ARNY!

* patriotism: love of your country and your GOD SAVE THE KING
‘]”P?- o ‘IijJ:I'H for it Majminlmensl by puermisinn ol LONCHIN O TS

#* heroism: sharing in the glory of a great AL
victory

¢ anti-German hatred: they spread 'SOURCEZ 1y poster features Lord Kitchener
propaganda stories of atrocities against It became ane of the most famous posters of the
habies by German soldiers whole war.

* shame: women handed out white feathers
{a symbol of cowardice) to voung men not

; hi.' recrultment campaimm Wik VEery
in uniform. i Peig Ty

successtul: berween August 1914 and
SOURCE | Song itmen siEnad i Arclarains December 1915 nearly 2 _mi”ir.:n mern
- enlisted, 300,000 in the first month. [n some
At this hour of England’s peril, | do hereby pledge  communities almaost all the young men joined

myself most solemnly in the name of my King up. You can imagine the impact it would
and Country to persuade every man | know to havé on vour local area if all the young men
offer his services to his country. | also pledge suddenly left to go to war. This was the

myself never to be seen in public with any man  largest British army ever assembled. There
who, being in every way fit and free Jor service,  were more civilians le arning to be soldiers
has refused to respond to his country's eall, than ever before in history,
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- In some areas whole groups of friends

signed on together and became a 'Pals regiment’
These are some of the Accrington Pals,

_ From the Torkshire Fost

Sentember 1914,

Mirring scenes were witnessed at Leeds City
football ground last night at the end of the match.
The Lord Mayor addressed a erowd of 4000
spectators. There wwas a spirited rush across the
fleld and rousing cheers Up the steps sturdy young
fellows came., lo receive an armiet with the
national colours, When the rush subsided, it was
jound that the number of volunteers was 149, The
Lady Mayoress called for another 51. Another
dasn was made and, to the chorus of t's a Long
Way to Tipperary!’ the quota was quickly filled.

_ 30ime young men jeined up even

thaugh they were too young or toa small, Charlie
Taylor went to sign up with his pals:

They asked me my height and | told them. They
tummed and haaed about it. I'm five foot six
(I67em] with paper stuffed into my shoes
Anyway | says to them: There's six of my pals
joining up, all footballers.” So they says, ‘Aw. go
on. [et him go in." 5o | was one of the midgets.

Everyone wanted to be involved. They did not
WHNT T4 |r||""|‘| UL On tl'll: EVeT |_'||‘ tht‘ 1;1_"'|_'|t|J|'|”
And it was a similar story all over Europe ...

_ A young Frenchman wrote home:

Thirty years of life would not be worth all that
we are going to achieve within the next few
weeks. [ wish you could share in some way the
peace we all feel here.

WHAT HAPPENED ON THE HOME FRONT? [

_ A young German soldier wrate home

25 he prepared to po to the Front:

Al last we have got our orders. Dear Mother, please
try to remember that, if at this time we think of
ourselves and those who belong to us, we shail be
petty and weak. We must have a broad outlook
and think of our nation, our Fatherland, and God.'

_ & young Brtish officer wrote hame:

You must all keep cheerful for my sake and it will
not be long before | am back again. The general
view is that it will not be a long show.

These were not desperate people, born losers,
but keen and optimistic men. This extract
from a popular school reading-book of the
time might help to explain their actions,

_ From The Hill, by H.A. Vachell,

published in 1905,

To die young, clean ... to die swiftly, in perject
health: to die saving others from death, or worse
disgrace: ... lo die and to carry with you into the
better life beyond the grave, hopes and
ambitions, unembittered memories, all the
freshness and gladness of May - is thal not a
cause for joy rather than sorrow?

Discuss




